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away from the dependence on countries 
for our oil, many of which their values 
are diametrically opposed to ours, and 
we can do this in an environmentally 
responsible way. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Will 
the gentleman yield? 

Mr. RIGELL. I will yield to the 
chairman. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. I 
think the gentleman has a very good 
lease. And I’ve been talking about 
where Virginia has been shortchanged, 
from my point of view. I think this 
amendment goes a long way to advance 
that debate, and, actually, what we all 
want is the action. 

I support the gentleman’s amend-
ment. 

Mr. RIGELL. I thank the chairman 
for his support. I urge my colleagues to 
join us in supporting this bill. These 
are life-changing jobs. There’s tremen-
dous potential, and we can do this in a 
very environmentally responsible way. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
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Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
in opposition to the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MARKEY. This amendment 
would order the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to conduct oil and gas leasing off-
shore in Virginia. In the wake of the 
Deepwater Horizon disaster, which was 
a lesson to all of us about the risks in-
herent in deepwater drilling, the 
Obama administration wisely canceled 
the proposed lease sale. 

The overwhelming majority of the 
Virginia lease sale area infringes on 
critical training areas for the United 
States Navy. The Department of De-
fense itself has concluded that over 78 
percent of the lease sale area would 
occur in areas where military oper-
ations would be impeded by drilling 
structures and related activities. 

This area is already home to a num-
ber of critical military actions, includ-
ing live ordnance tests, aircraft carrier 
qualifications, sensitive undersea and 
surface operations, and shipboard qual-
ification tests. The military’s contin-
ued activities in this area would tor-
pedo drilling in most of this land. 

Of the remaining 22 percent of the 
lease area, the majority of the unre-
stricted waters available for leasing 
would occur in the main shipping chan-
nel for Norfolk and the Chesapeake 
Bay, as well as the main channel used 
by submarines. So in the end, drilling 
could only even conceivably occur in 
about 10 percent of the area that the 
majority is talking about off the Vir-
ginia coast. When this Congress still 
has not passed a single legislative re-
form to improve the safety of offshore 
drilling, this just doesn’t seem like it’s 
worth of risk. 

While some States may support off-
shore drilling, New Jersey and Mary-
land both oppose it, along with many 
other States along the Eastern Sea-

board. These States’ economies depend 
on the tourism that comes to see pris-
tine, oil-free beaches and fishing that 
happens in their waters. And we are 
talking about their waters. As we saw 
during the BP disaster, drilling off the 
coast of Virginia could affect Mary-
land, New Jersey, and many other 
States up and down the East Coast be-
cause of oil spills which do not respect 
State boundaries. 

This Congress has yet to enact a sin-
gle safety reform following the Deep-
water Horizon disaster. The inde-
pendent, blue ribbon BP Spill Commis-
sion recently gave Congress a grade of 
‘‘D’’ on its legislative response to the 
worst environmental disaster offshore 
in American history, and only re-
frained from handing out an ‘‘F’’ be-
cause, and these are the words of the 
BP Spill Commission, it did not want 
‘‘to insult the whole institution.’’ 

The gentleman’s amendment would 
place the entire East Coast at risk of a 
spill in order to open up an area where 
drilling may only be able to occur in 
about 10 percent of the area. That 
doesn’t make any sense for our coastal 
States and their economies. The risks 
that we run are much higher than the 
very small benefits that can be derived. 

I urge rejection of this amendment, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. RIGELL. I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. RIGELL). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Chairman, I de-
mand a recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia will be 
postponed. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Chairman, I move that the Committee 
do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
GARDNER) having assumed the chair, 
Mr. CRAWFORD, Acting Chair of the 
Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union, reported that that 
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 4480) to provide for 
the development of a plan to increase 
oil and gas exploration, development, 
and production under oil and gas leases 
of Federal lands under the jurisdiction 
of the Secretary of Agriculture, the 
Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of 
the Interior, and the Secretary of De-
fense in response to a drawdown of pe-
troleum reserves from the Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve, had come to no 
resolution thereon. 

f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 

when the House adjourns today, it ad-
journ to meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. BACHUS (at the request of Mr. 
CANTOR) for today on account of at-
tending the funeral of his father-in-law 
Royl Eron ‘‘Roy’’ Bevill with his wife, 
Linda Bachus. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The Speaker announced his signature 
to enrolled bills of the Senate of the 
following titles: 

S. 404. An act to modify a land grant pat-
ent issued by the Secretary of the Interior. 

S. 684. An act to provide for the convey-
ance of certain parcels of land to the town of 
Alta, Utah. 

S. 997. An act to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to extend a water contract be-
tween the United States and the East Bench 
Irrigation District. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 25 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, June 21, 2012, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

6515. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting 
Report to Congress on Corrosion Policy and 
Oversight Budget Materials for FY 2013; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

6516. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting 
a review of the Joint Land Attack Cruise 
Missile Defense Elevated Netted Sensor Sys-
tem (JLENS) program; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

6517. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting 
a letter on the approved retirement of Lieu-
tenant General Ronald L. Burgess, Jr., 
United States Army, and his advancement to 
the grade of lieutenant general on the re-
tired list; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

6518. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting a copy 
of the Department of Defense (DoD) Chem-
ical and Biological Defense Program (CBDP) 
Annual Report to Congress for 2012; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

6519. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Procurement and Acquisition Policy, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation Supplement: Con-
tracting with the Canadian Commercial Cor-
poration (DFARS Case 2011-D049) (RIN: 0750- 
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